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Introduction 

During the time I have spent conducting research within the academic and non-

academic spheres, I have come to realize that there is a growing body of research 

that cannot adequately be categorized by either of these spheres of influence. The 

research I am referring to is generally published online and some of the most 

common mediums used for conveying the information come in the form of articles 

and books. Much of the evidence that is used to validate the arguments made would 

not be considered as academic as it does not originate from a peer reviewed, 

scientific source. It is also independently conducted and published online by 

individuals and organizations, some of whom manage their own website. The 

research I am referring to is mainly of the interdisciplinary type, which suggests 

that it is reliant upon an aggregation of various information sources, some of which 

are not accounted for by academia. One of the motivations for the way these 

researchers and organizations conduct their research stems from the recognition 

that there are certain matters of contention that are not being discussed in enough 

detail and/or are not being communicated in a truthful manner to the public. As 

such, their publications are written in a format and language that is simultaneously 

easy to understand for the layman, and objective in terms of facticity and logic. The 

motivation also exists due to how the peer review process within the scientific 

community has been found to be discriminatory. As a result of these factors, as well 

as others that shall be mentioned in this paper, the authors tend to not publish 

their research in peer reviewed scientific journals or in any other sector of the 

scientific establishment. I have identified that because of this, there is a need for a 

kind of publication that may be described as semi-academic and formally designated 

as an Objective, Non-academic Publication. Even though semi-academic 

publications already exist, they seem to lack the recognition they deserve as they 

are not acknowledged as a formal publication format. It may also be due to them not 

having a standard structural outline. Thus, I shall explain as to how the structural 

outline of the academic and non-academic publications differ, which will help to 
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reduce the ambiguities that are associated with semi-academic publications. 

Further, I shall describe as to how an objective, non-academic publication may be 

designed so that it becomes a practical format for conveying interdisciplinary 

research in a manner that is as objective and unambiguous as possible. This is 

especially appropriate for the 21st century where the internet has drastically 

facilitated the mobilization of knowledge. The improved access to information is 

enabling the public to educate themselves on matters that only a select few have 

had the privilege to do in the past.  

 

Research and Analysis 

The Academic Sphere of Influence 

In the realm of research, there are two categories into which knowledge is divided. 

Those are the academic and non-academic categories. The word “academic” 

originally comes from the Greek word for Academia, which was the name of the 

place where the philosopher Plato once taught. It also refers to the acquisition of 

knowledge that is “theoretical, not practical, not leading to a decision” and 

therefore, open to debate.1 This is where science comes from, because it is based 

upon the art of objective observation and analysis. Those that practice this art and 

who present their discoveries and hypotheses in the most unambiguous manner as 

is possible, are called scientists. Note that the word “science” is contained within the 

word “conscience”, which suggests that science is a method for arriving as closely as 

possible to the truth. In the realm of academia, the scientific method is used when 

conducting a study and the results obtained from the study are converted into the 

form of an article. This is usually carried out by someone who is an expert within 

their field of discipline and who intends to share her/his findings with other 

academics and/or university students. The research findings are formally presented 

in an article that has an academic format. It is structured and by standard, it 

includes an abstract, which provides the reader with a general impression of the 

subject matter. This may be followed by a section detailing the methodology of the 
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study; that is, how it was carried out to ensure that it was as fair as possible and 

that describes the study’s limitations. This is usually followed by a section for the 

literature that has been reviewed and for discussing the ideas formed by the process 

of having reviewed the literature. At the end of the article there is a final section 

containing an assorted list of sources that were consulted for helping to increase the 

clarity and legitimacy of the study. These sources are usually of an academic nature 

and are obtained from a scientific journal. The language of an academic article is 

descriptive and technical; it includes the use of words that are not commonly used 

in everyday language. This helps with the identification of certain concepts or 

phenomena that may be challenging to describe using non-technical language. Once 

an academic paper is ready to be published, it is sometimes peer reviewed. The 

purpose of peer review is to ensure that only research of the highest quality is 

published. One reason for which this is done is to verify for plagiarization and to 

prevent authors from directly copying the work of others, without having stated 

that they are borrowing ideas that aren’t theirs. Similarly, it also helps to ensure 

that the research published is adding to the knowledge base of society. Peer review 

also serves as a feedback mechanism for helping to improve the quality of the work 

carried out by researchers, by helping them identify any errors in their research 

methods and/or facticity.2 Everything I have mentioned about the peer review 

process should be regarded as a general rule, because there are exceptions, 

something which I shall discuss later in this paper. I shall limit my description of 

the academic publication to what has been discussed so far, as this is in essence 

what it is comprised of. Examples of peer reviewed, academic articles can be found 

on the online scientific journal called Science, which is one of the world’s oldest and 

largest science organizations. It is also widely considered to publish some of the best 

scholarly research in the world.3 
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The Non-academic Sphere of Influence 

In contrast to its counterpart, the non-academic publication usually has none of the 

characteristics that would make it academic. This is because its main purpose is to 

captivate and entertain the readers. It is not usually authored by an individual who 

is an expert in their field of discipline, but rather, by a features editor or journalist. 

The latter do not always have a background in science. The text of the publication 

has minimal structure, which is to say that it usually only has an introduction, 

followed by a section for describing the subject matter, and a conclusion. Research 

details are usually omitted as these are not deemed to be interesting or significant 

for the casual reader. The language of the text is informal, and technical terms are 

used sparingly. Even when technical terms are utilized, they are not always 

defined. Further, the text is only reviewed by an editor, mainly for grammatical 

purposes. Reviewing for facticity and logic is generally not mandatory. Examples of 

non-academic articles can be found on the website of The Economist, which is a 

magazine-format newspaper publisher. It publishes opinion editorials that are, 

according to the organization based upon “facts, and analysis, incorporating The 

Economist’s perspective.”4 Note the emphasis (not mine) on the organization’s 

name, indicating that the organization’s publications are figuratively unscientific, 

as they rely on a perspective that is reflective of the organization’s values. This is 

also an indication that the organization employs an economic perspective, which as 

I must point out, is one that is recognized for being vague and unscientific. This 

does not necessarily mean that what the organization reports on is untruthful, 

though. What this does suggest is that its publications have a greater likelihood of 

being biased and inaccurate, when compared to articles that are published by a 

scientific journal. Now that I have established what it means to be “academic” and 

have explained the differences between publications that are academic and those 

that are not, I shall discuss in the next paragraph what an objective, non-academic 

publication is, why it is needed today, and why its importance will grow in the 

future. 
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A Semi-academic Solution  

What is an objective, non-academic publication? As I have suggested in the 

introduction, it is neither academic, nor non-academic. To expand on this, it is 

objective in that the purpose of such a publication is to present a subject matter in a 

way that is both reflective of what happens in reality and simultaneously, conveys 

this information to the reader in a manner that is easy to understand. It is non-

academic in the sense that it need not be comprised of all the characteristics that 

make a publication academic, as I have discussed previously. It is called a 

publication because this format of publishing information is applicable not only to 

articles, but to books and magazines as well, for instance. This kind of publication is 

a necessity, especially during the 21st century and I will explain why. In the 

introduction I have suggested that there is a growing body of research that is being 

published online by independent researchers. These researchers have identified 

that there are certain controversial subject matters that are not being investigated 

in enough detail, and/or not being relayed to the public in a truthful manner.5 

Because of this they have taken the initiative to publish their own research and 

disseminate it through non-scholarly websites, so that their work can be accessed 

swiftly, and by anyone. Another reason for their having taken such an initiative is 

that they have found the academic establishment and the peer review system to be 

discriminatory toward scientific research that challenges certain beliefs as to how 

nature functions. Apparently, this issue is serious enough that some scientists who 

used to be a part of academia had been forced to voice their concerns about the 

importance and necessity for open scientific inquiry. As such, websites have been 

developed to address this issue and to make it open for public scrutiny.6 Another 

reason for the necessity of the publication format I am proposing is linked with 

what I have mentioned about open scientific inquiry, although there are some 

differences. Due to the rapid progression of scientific and technological research, 

there has been a growing trend where the socioeconomic system has been unable to 

make optimal use of all the available research for improving the living conditions of 
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the people. As a response to this, a growing proportion of researchers have come to 

the realization that the growing gap between research and development is leading 

to a substantial loss in unrealized profits, as well as in the improvement in quality 

of life for people. Out of the need to address this growing issue, the field of 

knowledge mobilization has come into existence.7 What the term describes is the 

transmittance of knowledge throughout the academic and non-academic spheres of 

influence by producing and using research in a manner that is most efficient. This 

involves the production of research from within academia and the research findings 

are then conveyed to non-academics, which helps to inform decisions and processes 

that are made in the sectors that include, but are not limited to: business, 

government and the media. The reason I am bringing this into the discussion is 

because an objective, non-academic publication could also contribute by closing this 

gap even further. Independent researchers could thus have a better means for 

communicating their own research findings that they have found to be worthy of 

sharing. Note that the context in which nearly everything I have discussed in this 

paper so far, is in one way or another related to problem solving. Because problem 

solving usually involves some degree of complexity, especially when the human 

factor is taken into account, it thus necessitates an interdisciplinary approach.8 

When extending this further, the latter is applied when conducting research that 

may involve the use of literature sources that are neither academic, nor non-

academic. I shall discuss the meaning of this in the next paragraph, which will help 

to clarify what the publication type I am proposing may be comprised of, and how it 

may be designed. 

 

Why a Semi-academic Approach Is Needed 

The objective, non-academic publication is not new, at least not in conceptual terms. 

Variants already exist and these are loosely referred to as semi-academic 

publications. These tend to be distributed by non-governmental organizations whose 

aim is to influence public policy by presenting scientific research to a general 
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audience.9 They are also distributed online by independent researchers, whose aim 

is to discuss controversial subject matters that are not discussed in enough detail, 

and/or not conveyed truthfully to the public by established entities. As I have 

mentioned in the introduction, these publications currently do not seem to have any 

official structural format. This can be partly attributed to their not being a formally 

recognized publication. It is also due to the ambiguities that surround the literature 

sources used for validating the information that is conveyed. What I am alluding to 

is what is known as grey literature, which is an informal type of publication that is 

not published through traditional means. As such, it is considered to be half 

published because it does not go through the process of publication and distribution 

by commercial entities.10 Examples of grey literature may include: audio/visual 

media, blogs and technical reports. Over the years, grey literature has garnered 

increasing attention due to the realization that it helps in conducting more in-depth 

research within a shorter period of time. This has been made possible due to sources 

of data and information that may have not been possible to access or find through 

traditional means; that is to say, through scientific databases. Even though this has 

permitted researchers to work with greater flexibility and speed, one of the main 

challenges has been in classifying the literature appropriately. Due to the sheer 

range and volume of grey literature that is processed by archives and libraries, it is 

often difficult to locate the right kind of information, since each data or information 

type is usually intended for a specific purpose. However, as the internet becomes 

faster and more sophisticated, it is expected that it will become easier for people to 

find the literature that may need. Already though this is being witnessed as there is 

a wealth of data and information that can be found on the Internet Archive, which 

is one of the largest public digital libraries in the world.11 The website may be one of 

the best examples where masses of grey literature can be found; a cursory search 

may lead to a diversity of results ranging from: conference proceedings, fact sheets, 

newsletters, pre-prints and post-prints of articles, research reports and more. So 

what it is the significance of this? In the past, information was usually conveyed 

either in an academic or non-academic format. This is now rapidly changing where 
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grey literature is enabling researchers to publish semi-academic work, which caters 

for nearly any audience. This type of research will acquire more prominence in the 

future as scientists and the public alike are forced to place more effort in closing the 

gap between the academic and non-academic spheres of influence. One of the main 

reasons for this is that there is a growing awareness that the lack of engagement 

between scientists and the public is preventing humanity from solving its most 

pressing issues as effectively and efficiently as it could be.12 Due to the sheer 

quantity of data and information produced from research and development in the 

scientific and technological sectors over the years, the challenge is to now 

synthesize it in a manner that is comprehendible for nearly any audience. 

Incidentally, this is what knowledge mobilization is all about. Also, this is where an 

objective, non-academic publication would be useful, as it would enable the readers 

to extract valuable information that is conducive toward solving problems that 

affect society. How though, might such a publication be designed and what might its 

structural outline consist of? I elaborate on this in the following paragraph. 

 

Designing a New Method of Research 

As I have stated in the introduction, semi-academic publications are most commonly 

distributed on the internet in the form of an article or book. Thus, I shall explain as 

to how an objective, non-academic publication might be designed and structured so 

that the framework can be used for publishing articles, books and nearly any other 

literary work. This is so that the authors have the flexibility and the framework 

needed for publishing research that is objective and that has a measurable impact 

on society, without having to commit to the rigid guidelines that are required by 

academia. What differentiates this publication format from others is related to 

linguistics and its structural outline. With regards to the former, it has been 

suggested that one way of improving the readability of a publication is by adding 

“moves”, which is a method authors could use in the introduction to state their 

intentions and to help the reader follow them in their path of analysis.13 For 



 
 

9 
 

example, the authors establish an area of research that they think is important and 

attempt to convince the reader as to why this is so. If they are investigating an area 

of research that is not unique, then they may state that their study is intended to 

address the knowledge gap left open from previous studies. Sequentially, they may 

then state as to how they will be addressing that gap, which may be accomplished 

by forming a hypothetical question, with the purpose of stimulating critical thought 

in the mind of the reader. They would then proceed in explaining as to how their 

study is structured, allowing the reader to understand as to what they should 

expect. Likewise, if the research area is unique, which also depends to what degree 

that might be, then the authors would follow a similar procedure, except that they 

would need to state as to why the research area is unique, and how they made their 

discoveries. Another way of improving the readability of a publication is by 

changing the text so that the reader feels as if the author is directly communicating 

with them. This is performed by ensuring that the text reads in the present tense 

and where the author directly addresses the reader, when appropriate. For 

example, instead of saying “It was suggested that…” it would be better to say “I 

suggest that…”. This style of language is more likely to engage the readers because 

it is easier for the human brain to comprehend the present tense, due to the visual 

imagery that is formed in an individual’s mind.14 With regards to the structural 

outline of the present publication, the structural outline has a title, an introduction, 

a section for research and analysis, a conclusion and a list of references. The basic 

structure does not include any other sections, yet they may be added by the 

researcher depending on the subject matter they are studying. I have not included a 

methodology section because I am assuming that most individuals would use this 

publication framework for conducting secondary research, which involves using 

data and information that already exists. When this is coupled with the linguistic 

alterations, it makes it possible for the authors to state their intentions throughout 

the entirety of their work, without needing to validate their arguments in a 

separate section. Further, a methodology section is usually necessary in a 

publication that describes a research study that the author carried out themselves. 
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Since the kind of publication I am proposing does not need to involve primary 

research, I leave it to the discretion of the author for deciding whether additional 

sections are required. If they do choose to add additional sections, then I would 

recommend that they follow regular academic procedures in order to maintain 

objectivity and for allowing the readers to replicate the results they obtained from 

their research study.15 Once the author has completed their work, they should 

proceed to check it for errors, both factual and grammatical. They may decide to 

have their article or book reviewed by friends, relatives, fellow scientists, or even a 

combination of all three. Although I think it is recommendable that the author has 

their work reviewed by others, insofar as it helps to reduce their workload, I must 

emphasize that they are the ones who understand their work best. Before they even 

begin thinking about sending their work for review, they should analyze it as 

meticulously as they can, although admittedly this may be challenging for some due 

to time constraints they might have. Therefore, what I would recommend is that 

they task themselves with ensuring that their facticity and logic is coherent, which 

is what they are most capable of doing, relative to anyone else. They could then 

have their work sent for review, but mainly for grammatical purposes, which can 

help for both improving the readability of their research for the general public and 

for reducing their workload. Ideally though, the author should be able to do all error 

checking for themselves without needing external help because this will ultimately 

help them to become not only better analysts, but better communicators as well. 

With that being said, I shall illustrate the details of the publication’s framework in 

the following subsection. 

 

Design and Structural Outline of an Article16 

1. Title 

This may be considered as the beginning of the article because it is the first part 

that the reader encounters. Thus, a research article should be appropriately titled 
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so that it sets the context for the subject matter. Ideally, it should be concise, 

descriptive of the article’s contents, unbiased and contain language that is in the 

present tense. I mention the need for language in the present tense because it helps 

the reader to visualize more easily the message that is being conveyed by the 

author. To expand on this, I shall use the title of this paper as an example. The title 

is concise and unambiguous because it describes the object, which is the publication. 

It is known that the object, which is the publication, is both objective and non-

academic. However, I acknowledge that some readers may find the title to be 

slightly ambiguous, in the sense that a publication may refer to any of the following: 

a book, a magazine, a newspaper or a pamphlet, for example. However, I have done 

this on purpose because as I have explained throughout this paper, what I am 

proposing is the need for a different kind of publication format, one which may be 

distributed in the form of an article or a book. Hence, I have reason to believe that 

the word “publication” is appropriate in this context.  

 

2. Introduction 

The introductory section is important for letting the readers know what the subject 

matter is and why it is being studied. Structurally, the author begins with a broad 

generalization at the beginning of the introduction. Toward the end of the section a 

brief explanation of the specifics is provided. The above-mentioned helps the 

readers obtain a summary as to what is being studied and why it may be worth 

their time to continue reading. This should eliminate the need for an abstract, 

although depending on the author, one may still be included, should the author 

believes it to be necessary. In whichever way the author begins, he/she may 

summarize their personal experiences and combine those with some research to 

help the readers understand from where they are coming from, in terms of what led 

them to conduct the study and why they believed it was worth the effort. More 

specifically, the author might do this by presenting a problem, or even a set of 

problems that he/she believes must be addressed. They may also pose one or more 
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hypothetical questions to stimulate critical thinking in the mind of the reader. The 

introduction may be brought to an end with the author specifying on what he/she 

intends to discuss in the proceeding section(s). If a problem has been presented at 

the beginning of the introduction, then the author may provide an explanation as to 

what might be done to solve it. All of this is made evident in the introductory 

section of this paper, where you may notice that I begin by explaining my 

background experiences and the research I have conducted. I then proceed to 

elaborate on an issue that I think is worth discussing, which in this case is the need 

for an objective, non-academic publication. Toward the end of the section I state as 

to how the paper will develop by my explanation of the differences between 

academic and non-academic publications, what the publication I am proposing is, 

the reason why it is important, and then proceeding with a description of how its 

framework may be designed. All of the above provides the reader with an idea as to 

what this article is about and what the specific points of contention would be.  

 

3. Research and Analysis 

This section may be considered as a combination of the literature review and the 

discussion sections that are normally found in some academic articles. Instead of 

having two separate sections, I have decided to combine them, which is why I have 

labelled this section as “Research and Analysis”. The “Research” segment refers to 

the research I have conducted for helping to validate the assertions I am making. 

The “Analysis” segment refers to the reasoning that I apply with regards to the 

available evidence and for making an informed judgment. This section does not 

need to have the name I have applied to it; it can be named differently, depending 

on the author’s preferences and the kind of research they are performing. I have 

named the section as such because the research I am currently performing is 

interdisciplinary. As I have explained before, because one of the objectives of this 

paper involves solving a problem, it requires an aggregation of information sources 

from a variety of scientific disciplines. Because of this, I have found it appropriate to 
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present the literature I have encountered together with my analysis, which has 

helped me in communicating my thoughts objectively and (hopefully) in a way that 

makes sense to the reader. Because the publication framework is flexible, this 

means that the author can insert additional sections depending on the kind of 

research they are conducting. As I have suggested previously, although a 

methodology section and its affiliates are not necessary for the structural outline of 

this publication, these can be added either before or after this section. It depends on 

whether or not the author intends on including primary research data in their 

study. These sections shall be completed using the regular procedures that are put 

forth by academia, for the sake of maintaining objectivity and experimental 

replicability. Something else that is worth noting is that some academic articles 

include headers for helping readers to distinguish what each paragraph covers in 

terms of subject material. I have done so as well in this paper to help provide the 

reader with identifying the context of the information I am conveying. In addition to 

this I have added an explanation of what my intentions are at the beginning and at 

the end of the paragraph so the reader is aware of what I shall be discussing in the 

subsequent paragraph(s). Although this isn’t technically necessary, it can help in 

linking the logic of the message being conveyed in a sequential manner. 

 

As I have done in the previous sections, I shall use this paper as a case illustration 

to specify what I am communicating here. In the first paragraph of the Research 

and Analysis section, I have started the discussion by defining the meaning of 

“academic”, with the aim of laying the foundation of what was to be discussed in the 

subsequent paragraphs. I have followed through by specifying what an academic 

publication is, what its structural outline is comprised of and I gave an example as 

to where such publications can be found online. Using the procedure as mentioned 

previously, I described in the following paragraph what a non-academic publication 

is, as well as what it entails. The purpose of this was to compare the two different 

kinds of publications and to clarify that they are on opposite ends of the spectrum. 
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This would later enable the reader to understand as to what an objective, non-

academic publication is, given that it is situated somewhere in the middle of that 

spectrum. Following this description and at the end of the paragraph, I make my 

intentions clear by stating that in the paragraph I would be explaining why the 

publication I am proposing is needed and why its importance would grow in the 

future. Throughout the text I use the same procedure for letting the reader know 

what to expect and simultaneously, I use a language that is semi-formal. What that 

means is that even though the language I have used was often technical, I still 

described the meaning of it, as I have done with the term for grey literature. In 

addition, I address myself with “I” in order to make it personalized, with the aim of 

helping the reader to feel as if they are directly listening to what I am saying. This 

helps with improving their understanding as to what is written by provoking 

critical thought and imagery in their minds. The use of descriptive and technical 

language is mandatory in academia, whereas the use of subjective language is 

normally discouraged. This is why I have labelled the use of my language as semi-

formal, which I believe is appropriate given the context. 

 

4. Conclusion 

This section involves a summarization of the research that has been discussed, with 

the author mentioning the key points that the reader ought to remember. As with 

all other publications, this section is always placed toward the end of the paper. If 

the study involved primary research, then the author should provide suggestions as 

to how the study could be improved. The author should also, if possible, provide a 

brief description as to how the reader can apply these discoveries to help benefit 

themselves and civilization, which is one aspect of this publication format that 

distinguishes it from its counterparts. The reader will be able to see this in action in 

the concluding section of this paper. 
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5. Acknowledgements 

As with the methodology section and those that are related to it, this section is 

optional. Whether the author chooses to add this section or not will depend on if 

he/she has received any help from friends, relatives or fellow scientists. Any of the 

following can be considered as help: informative suggestions, ideas for designing 

and/or carrying out the study, reviewing the manuscript for errors, and ideas for 

obtaining research funding. The purpose of this section is mainly for giving credit to 

those that deserve it and for letting the readers know who they could contact in the 

event they may have further questions. This section should be situated in between 

the conclusion and the reference list. 

 

6. References 

Another characteristic that distinguishes this publication format from the rest is 

the reference list. Notice that this section is titled as “References” and not 

“Bibliography”.  The reason for this is because I have combined the notes and 

citations within the same section, which is akin to what I have done with the 

Research and Analysis section. To elaborate, I have done this with the aim of 

reducing clutter in the text, which can occur when footnotes are added at the bottom 

of the page. Although footnotes are strategically positioned by standard, I have 

opted instead to insert them in the reference list, in accordance to the number they 

have been assigned. The logic I have applied is that by having a singular numbered 

system for identifying where a note or source citation has been added, then this 

would make it simpler for the reader to understand. All the reader has to do to refer 

to a note or source is to view the number allocated to it in the text and match it with 

the number that is in the reference list, e.g. the subsection “Design and Structural 

Outline of an Article16” has the number sixteen allocated to it, indicating that the 

reader should refer to the same number in the reference list if they desire to obtain 

more information. Another reason why I have designed it this way is because this 
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publication format is designed for flexibility and efficacy. As such, it may include a 

combination of academic, non-academic and semi-academic information sources, 

and because in this paper I have used a combination of all three, which have been 

obtained through the internet, I have made it a priority to add a hyperlink 

whenever possible. This is so as to ensure that the reader can access these sources 

of information without significant difficulty. I have also done this because I am 

assuming, by nature of its design, that the publication would be distributed online, 

which facilitates the access readers have to the information. Even if it were to be 

distributed in paper format, then at least the individuals that have access to a 

computer would be able to retrieve the information sources without too much 

difficulty. Another attribute that is worth mentioning is that any citation format 

can be used in this section, as long as consistency is maintained. Instead of 

following standard academic procedure that involves inserting in between 

parentheses the name of the source and the date it was last published or edited, I 

recommend on using a numbered reference system. The reason for this is that this 

system is more helpful as it requires less space and because it is less distracting for 

the readers when focusing their attention on comprehending what is written. Aside 

from this, the citation guidelines put forth by academia are appropriate for ensuring 

objectivity, i.e. the author should use references when they are making a statement 

whose information is derived from a source they have consulted. If the author 

makes a statement that does not necessitate a citation then he/she may add a note, 

which would be appropriate if the aim is to clarify an idea or concept when relating 

to the subject matter. Likewise, a note would be appropriate if the author is making 

a suggestion for additional literature that might contribute further to the reader’s 

understanding of the subject matter. This is something that I have done in the 

sixteenth reference of this paper, where the statement “Some of the information 

used in creating the framework of the article can be found by clicking on the 

following link” is promptly followed by a hyperlink, directing the user to click on it, 

should they desire to learn more. 



 
 

17 
 

 

Design and Structural Outline of a Book 

The structural outline of a book is almost essentially the same as that of an article 

when using the format that I am proposing. Since I have already discussed the 

details of the article’s design and structural outline, I shall not replicate everything 

here. Let me remind you that a non-fiction book is comprised of chapters and that 

those chapters are essentially a collection of articles or essays. Therefore, the 

publication format can be applied to a non-fiction book. However, there are some 

minor differences; a book should include additional features such as: a table of 

contents and an index, both of which help guide the readers toward finding specific 

bits of information more easily.17  

 

Conclusion 

The objective, non-academic publication is neither academic, nor non-academic. It 

refers to a way of designing and structuring a written work so that it makes it more 

accessible for the general public to distribute research that is objective, yet 

comprehendible for nearly any reader. I have found that there is a need for this 

publication format due to a number of reasons that are related to the mobilization of 

knowledge and to the discussion of ideas and issues that are not adequately 

addressed by either the academic or non-academic spheres of influence. I have also 

explained the importance of using grey literature due to how it can provide the 

reader with unique insight as to what a certain subject is about. Even though this 

publication format is comparable to those that are semi-academic, it is 

distinguishable due to the nature of its design and its structural outline, something 

that I have illustrated with examples in the latter portion of this article. The other 

objective of this paper was to provide an official framework for conducting the kind 

of research that it is designed for, something that I have found was lacking with 

semi-academic publications. It should be regarded not just as a means for helping to 
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bridge the gap between scientific research and socioeconomic development. It should 

also be regarded as a means for enabling anyone to conduct quality research and 

who believes that they have something significant and that is worth sharing due the 

positive impacts it could have on the state of humanity. 
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